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HOST FAMILY GUIDELINES 
 
OvECS greatly appreciates the homestay service the local families provide. We hope the following guidelines, 

together with ongoing communication between host families and the OvECS staff, will help make the homestay a 

mutually rewarding experience. 

 

1. Communication with the student is the best way to ensure success. Please explain clearly to the student 

        your expectations with regard to his/her use of kitchen facilities, bathroom , telephone, receiving of  

        guests, etc. The students are nervous when they arrive, and it is important to make them feel welcome.    

        Once your guest has settled in and rested, you can discuss “house rules“ using the family routine sheet  

        we provide you for your student. ( When you have agreed to host , we will send you this sheet , along 

with student guidelines, which you will also give to the student. ) 

 

2. Please help the student work out the best way to travel to and from the school.  

 

3. The student should be given a key to the house or apartment. 

 

4. You do not have to make breakfast. Simply show your guest where the food is kept and how to work the 

appliances---also, where he/she may store food that he/she may purchase. The most suitable breakfast 

foods are cereals, eggs, bread/butter/jam, fruit, juice, coffee, tea, milk. 

 

5. The student should have dinner with you and your family as often as possible. If you do not cook some 

evenings, please let the student know in advance and leave food for him/her to prepare. 

 

6. Students appreciate having a table or desk in their bedroom for doing their homework.  

 

7. You should provide bed linen and towels. Clean ones should be provided. The student’s room vacuumed 

and dusted weekly. Please tell the student when this is to occur. 

 

8. Problems sometimes arise! They usually result from breakdowns in communications, often caused by the 

student’s limited English and his/her lack of understanding of U.S. social customs. 

If a problem occurs, please contact OvECS housing office and we will help resolve it .  

However, we cannot be held responsible for the actions or habits of individual students. 

 

9. It is prudent to refrain from discussing financial matters with the student. Any student questions on 

financial matters should be referred to our housing office. 

 

The homestay experience provides students with an opportunity to learn something about life in the USA, as well 

as providing them with housing and an opportunity to practice their English in real-life situations.  

Again, the students with the most positive homestays all mentioned that they had frequent communication with 

their main caregiver(s). Their main complaint was the lack or limited interaction they had with their host 

parents. The students expect more than just to be provided rooms and meals.  

 

We hope you and your family will enjoy sharing your home and learning about other cultures and customs. Many 

of our host families have formed long-term friendship with students and their families. 

 

We at OvECS will make every effort to ensure a smooth flow of information and scheduling, and to help make the 

homestay experience a rewarding one for both the host family and the student. 

 

 


