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Professional Development

Teaching English as a Foreign Language
The Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL/TESOL) Certificate Program helps prepare those who wish to teach English.  

The University of Arizona Center for English as a Second Language (CESL) offers teacher training programs to expand and update English language teaching skills depending  
on one’s career goals. Courses can be taken face to face or online. CESL offers several content areas that can be customized to fit your group’s needs.

The Advantages

• Courses are offered both online and in class; 
teachers will have flexibility in scheduling 
training.

• All instructors are highly qualified,  
experienced ESL teachers with M.A. or  
Ph.D. degrees.

• Classroom coursework can be completed within 
four intensive weeks and include a teaching practicum.

• Modular workshop units allow participants to receive a 
diversity of content instruction.

• Program flexibility allows future teachers to either do 
the 100-hour TEFL or take a combination of online and 
practicum hours to add up to 120 hours.

• Accredited quality curriculum.

Eligibility 

All participants must

• Have at least an 
Associate of Arts 
degree or international 
equivalent

• Be competent in written  
and spoken English

• Have reliable internet  
access for online 
programs

TEFL / TESOL Certificate Programs 
Classroom-based Instruction

100-hour  
TEFL Program
The 100-hour TEFL program is 
intended for individuals who plan 
to teach English professionally 
and in a long-term capacity. It has 
been designed to meet the needs 
of both novice and experienced 
teachers by combining 
comprehensive foundational 
coursework in language 
acquisition theory, teaching 
methodology and assessment 
with advanced instructional 
techniques and curricular 
frameworks. It also incorporates a 
30-hour observational and guided 
classroom teaching practicum for 
hands-on experience.

20-hour 
Supplementary 
Practicum
The 20-hour Practicum 
supplement can be added to any 
of our TEFL Certificate programs 
or simply taken alone as an 
independent component. The 
practicum combines classroom 
observations and debriefings 
with supervised teaching 
practice at CESL, an approved  
affiliate institution, or via our 
online option. 

Online Instruction

50-hour Online 
Basic TEFL 
Program
The Basic TEFL program is 
intended for individuals who plan 
to teach English in a short-term 
capacity. It has been designed to 
provide the essential foundations 
in language teaching theory, 
methodology and practical 
classroom application. The 
course combines asynchronous 
power point presentations, 
discussions and application 
activities with synchronous chat 
forums and streaming video clips 
of actual ESL teaching.

50-hour Online 
Advanced TEFL 
Program
The Advanced TEFL program 
is intended for those who have 
completed the 50-hour Basic 
and 20-hour Practicum, or for 
in-service teachers with two 
or more years of experience 
and at least 100 hours 
training equivalent to a TEFL 
Certificate. It provides advanced 
coursework in instructional 
methods and classroom 
management techniques.

cesl.arizona.edu/teacher-training

Customized Group Instruction

CESL has designed and implemented a wide variety of customized 
programs for groups of varying sizes. A customized program may
• Include special curricular emphasis such as teaching EFL with 

technology, elementary school methods, or adult learning issues.
• Be for a special group such as English teachers, other language 

professionals or your company employees.
• Have special dates and varying lengths of study.
• Take place at CESL or at your location in the US or abroad.

Request a Customized Program for Your Group
To request a proposal for your customized program, please go to  
cesl.arizona.edu/customized and complete the questionnaire for the 
type of program you desire.”

Online Instruction

Classroom 
Assessment
This 30-hour course is designed 
and targeted for English 
language teachers who wish 
to develop their assessment 
competence and skills in order 
to better measure and promote 
their students English language 
abilities. The course will focus 
on the development of English 
language teachers’ assessment 
literacy, which includes 
knowledge of key assessment 
principles, and skill in creating 
or adopting assessment 
tools and procedures for the 
language classroom.

Pedagogical 
Grammar
This is a 30-hour online 
course designed to both 
refresh in-service teachers’ 
knowledge of grammar 
and to provide ideas and 
methods for teaching it. 
The modules are focused 
on specific forms, functions 
and use of the English 
language with practical 
applications of how to 
teach it. 
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The Center for English as a Second 

Language at the University of Arizona is 

accredited by the Commission on English 

Language Program Accreditation and 

agrees to uphold the CEA Standards 

for English Language Programs and 

Institutions. CEA is recognized by the 

U.S. Secretary of Education as nationally 

recognized accrediting agency for English 

language programs in the U.S. 

Accreditation by CEA signifies that 

an English language program has 

met nationally-accepted standards of 

excellence and assures students and 

their sponsors that the English language 

instruction and related services will be    

of the highest quality.

CESL’s Teacher Training program gave 
me the tools I needed to be successful in 
any teaching environment. 

– Jared

The CESL TEFL teacher training 
course was convenient and helpful. 
The instructor was very supportive and 
understanding. I would recommend this 
course to anyone. 

– Chris

I highly recommend 
the TEFL program 
at CESL. It provided 
me with the resources 
to create interesting 
and challenging 
lesson plans, place 
students through 
effective assessment 
and find materials 
that make learning 
and teaching English 
fun! I have been 
teaching in Thailand 
for 2 years now, and 
I have never been 
happier in my life!

– Lee


