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CONTACT US 
1-520-621-1362 

Email:  cesl@email.arizona.edu  
http://www.cesl.arizona.edu 

 
 

Dr. Suzanne Panferov, Director 
panferov@email.arizona.edu 
1-520-621-1362 
 
Assistant Director  
Dr. Nicholas Ferdinandt 
nmferdin@email.arizona.edu 
1-520-621-6211 
 
Admissions & Student Services: New students, 
I-20s, Transfers and Immigration Issues 
Megan Goold    mgoold@email.arizona.edu 
1-520-621-2698 
 
Marketing & Admissions 
Luis Castillo   lcastill@email.arizona.edu  
1-520-621-3637 
 
Customized Global Programs 
Linda Chu     chul@email.arizona.edu 
1-520-621-6211 
 
Customized Local Programs 
Dr. Sumayya Racy   sracy@email.arizona.edu 
1-520-621-1362 

 
 
Billing and Payments 
Carmen Ortiz    ortizc@email.arizona.edu  
1-520-621-7062 

 
Contacts at the University of Arizona: 
 
Undergraduate Admissions 1-520-621-3237 
Kristina Davis krisd@email.arizona.edu  
 
Graduate Admissions 1-520-621-5565 
Teresa Embry tembry@grad.arizona.edu 520-626-8851 
 
International Services and Programs 1-520-621-4627 
Joanne Lagasse-Long jglong@email.arizona.edu  
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WELCOME 
1-520-621-3637 

Email: cesl@email.arizona.edu 

http://www.cesl.arizona.edu 

 
 
Welcome to CESL, your best choice for English study.  In this guide, you can find 
information about: 
 
 
 
Why CESL is your BEST CHOICE ..............................................................................   5 

Our Curriculum ...........................................................................................................   6 

What our students say about us .................................................................................   7 

Where our students are from ......................................................................................   10 

Program Dates & Costs ..............................................................................................   11 

Customized Programs ................................................................................................   12 

Pre-Academic Program (admitted students, July) .......................................................   13 

Conditional Admission ................................................................................................  15 

The University of Arizona ..................................  17 

Teen English Program (ages 13-16, July) .........  18 

Intersession (3-week, December & May) ..........  19 

Where to live .....................................................  21 

Student Services...............................................  23 

Why Tucson? ....................................................  24 

Questions you may have ..................................   25 
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Mission Statement 
 

 
The mission of the Center for English as a Second Language (CESL) at the University of 
Arizona is threefold: 
 

1.  To provide superior English language 
instruction to native speakers of other languages 
through a curriculum that provides a rich and 
productive learning environment to prepare 
students for academic and professional success at 
the University of Arizona as well as for other 
academic, professional, and social settings. 

2.  To serve the linguistic and professional 
development needs of the University of Arizona 
and the greater global community by participating 
in professional and local communities, supporting 
research in language learning, networking with 
ESL professionals, and mentoring teachers. 
 
3.  To encourage respect for cultural and 
linguistic diversity through sensitivity, 
professionalism, and collaboration both on and off 
campus in an effort to promote worldwide cultural 
understanding.   

 
 
 
 

 CESL is accredited by the Commission on English Language 
Program Accreditation 
 
CESL is a member of the following professional organizations: 
 
NAFSA National Association of International Educators 
TESOL Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages 
UCIEP Consortium of University and College Intensive English 
Programs 
 

 



 
Contact Us by phone 1-520-621-1362 by fax: 1-520-621-9180 cesl@email.arizona.edu  

http://www.cesl.arizona.edu  6/3/2009  Page 5 

CESL 
THE BEST CHOICE! 

CEA Accredited 
 

 
In student surveys, CESL students consistently rate CESL teachers and classes as the major reason they 
like their CESL experience and progress so quickly in learning English.  We offer the best quality classes 
by the most experienced teachers.  Four other good reasons to choose CESL include 
 
 

CESL's award-winning faculty average 20 years' experience teaching ESL, both in the U.S. and abroad. 

 
Á CESL has one of the strongest intensive English language faculties in the US. 
Á All faculty members meet a minimum requirement of a master's degree in ESL. 
Á Key faculty members possess doctorates. 
Á CESL faculty and staff have published more than 15 ESL textbooks. 

 

CESL students can visit regularly scheduled University classes. 

 
Á CESL students can listen to university lectures to improve academic English skills. 
Á CESL offers a Bridge Class where CESL students attend one university class for a semester and 

experience academic classroom expectations. 
Á Many CESL students apply for and attend the University of Arizona when they achieve the necessary 

TOEFL score for admission. 
 

CESL plans many activities for students to practice English with native speakers. 

 
Á Out-of-class field trips 
Á Community volunteer opportunities 
Á University class exchanges 
Á Conversation Partners 
Á Local School Visits 

 

The CESL building is located in the heart of the University of Arizona campus. 

 
Á CESL students are immersed in the academic culture of a major state university. 
Á The University operates its own student health center, and major medical coverage is provided by CESL. 
Á The University of Arizona is a Research One University, with many nationally ranked departments. 
Á In addition to our own state-of-the-art computer labs, CESL students have access to all UA facilities, 

including the new Integrated Learning Center, campus computer labs, the University library system, the 
University Planetarium, and university sports programs. 
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CURRICULUM 
 

 
The CESL curriculum is flexible and challenging, productive, and responsive to student needs, and 
produces positive results. 
 

Flexible and Challenging: A student learns and progresses fastest when each class is at the right level. 

 
Á CESL students study in three core classes of 20-22.5 hours per week of required classes.  

Speaking/Reading/Listening  (80 minutes daily), Writing/Reading/Listening  (80 minutes daily), 
Grammar and Pronunciation  (200 minutes per week each) 

Á In addition to the required hours, students may select optional skill-based classes for additional 
cost.  These classes may include vocabulary, idioms, cultural issues and test taking techniques. 

Á Depending on enrollment, we offer from 5-7 levels of English instruction.  Students may study at 
different levels for different skills. 

 

Productive: Students learn language both inside and outside the classroom.     

 
Á CESL students spend 20-22.5 hours per week in class and should expect considerable homework.  

Students at intermediate and advanced levels can also choose to take elective classes, such as 
TOEFL, Southwest Culture, and Vocabulary Development, or visit a regularly scheduled university 
class.   

Á Outside of class, students participate in weekly activities, clubs, and excursions where they 
practice English while interacting with new friends. 

 

Responsive to Student Needs: Each student has a unique learning style. 

 
Á CESL's experienced faculty members are sensitive to the personality and cultural factors that affect 

learning.  Our curriculum reflects the needs of our students and the expertise of our faculty; our 
administrative reporting system assures that students who need academic help can get it quickly.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Results: CESL faculty and staff are dedicated to helping each student achieve his or her learning goal in 
the shortest time possible. 
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STUDENT COMMENTS 
 

 
 Kjetil Johnsen, Norway 
 
The best way to learn a language is to live in the country where they 
speak this language. This is one big advantage to attending CESL. At 
CESL there are students from many countries, and you have to speak 
English to associate with the students. I attended CESL because I got 
to meet people from other countries, learn about other cultures and, of 
course, I wanted to improve my English.  I also discovered the 
incredible scenery and history of Arizona and nearby areas.  I will 
always remember the trips to the Grand Canyon, Tombstone, Mexico 
and many more.  In most parts of the world there is always someone 
who speaks English, or in some way you have to deal with something in 
English ï manuals, TV/Radio and so on.  Why not spend a time abroad 
to better meet these challenges?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sang Joung Lee, Japan/Korea 
 
I like this school. Humorous, friendly teachers, a lot of 
international students, and helpful advisors improve our English 
skills. The flexible curriculum fits our individual English levels, 
and we can choose elective classes such as TOEFL preparation 
class. Many extracurricular activities help us make many 
international friends. CESL is located on the beautiful campus of 
the University of Arizona; we can use the Recreation Center, the 
student union, the Campus Health center as well as visit the 
many museums on campus. Tucson, Arizona, helps our study 
because we can enjoy warm, sunny weather all year long. The 
sunshine gives us energy to study. In addition, Tucson is a 
comfortable city to live and study in. That is why I like this school.  
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Isabel Ramos, Venezuela 
CESL is an excellent place to learn English. You will find well-
qualified teachers who will help you learn. CESL is known around 
the world because students from around the world have been 
studying here for 35 years. If you join CESL, you will have a 
wonderful experience. Tucson and Arizona have numerous historic 
and tourist places you can visit. You will also meet classmates from 
different cultures and you will make friends from all over the world. 
If you come to study here at CESL, I guarantee that you will never 
regret it. 
 
 
 

 
 
Yumiko Okada, Japan 
 
CESL is the best place to study English. First, the teachers are 
professional because they have taught English in many countries and 
have a great deal of experience. Before coming here, I worried whether 
I could keep up with a class. Actually, I enjoyed it because the teachers 
taught me carefully and were easy to understand. On the other hand, 
CESL is a part of the University of Arizona, so the students can use the 
facilities in the University: labs, libraries, union, and so on. Also, we 
have many opportunities to speak with the students of the U of A. This 
helped us to improve our conversation skills and to know American 
student life. CESL has many activities. One of my most memorable 
activities was the International Bazaar, in which we introduced our own 
culture and wore traditional costumes from our countries. We learned 
about each other's culture as well as English at CESL. I had a lot of 
good experiences. I will remember these and my friends. If you come here, you will have a valuable 
experience and make lots of international friends.  
 

 
 

 
Naif AlOtaibi, Saudi Arabia 
 
CESL is my second family. When I came here, my teachers felt like one 
family. Honestly, if I had any problem, the director and all the teachers 
offered to help me. In truth, I have spent one of the best times of my life at 
CESL. I have been here for 10 months, so I can say that I speak the 
English language very well. 
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Aristides Xicotencatl, the United States 
 
Can you find the best place to study English?  Learning English is a 
step to finding a better job.  Some things are necessary in our lives, 
but this is indispensable.  Learning English is the most productive of 
our investments. 
 
CESL has the most patient teachers; they are very hard, but they 
are also very conscientious about their work.  At CESL, you also 
have the opportunity to meet and work together with people from 
other countries.  You can learn about their ideology, their values and 
about their cultures.  These thoughts are the wisdom of a 60-year-
old man!   

 

 
Adriana Tempesta, Italy 
 
Attending CESL was a fantastic experience from every point of 
view. First, my English has improved because the full day program 
is very well organized with different classes (listening, speaking, 
writing, grammar, and reading), so it is possible to learn the 
academic English. In addition, spending all day with international 
students is a good way to practice, and to learn a lot of interesting 
information about different cultures and different mentalities. 
Besides, the atmosphere in CESL is fantastic because the staff is 
so friendly, and the teachers are always so helpful that it feels like 
being in a big family. I think that this course has been one of the 
most important experiences in my life. I miss the students that I 
knew, and the teachers who taught me so much with their 
immense knowledge. Thanks, CESL. 
 

 
 

Julio Calderon, Costa Rica 
 
My name is Julio Calder·n. Iôm from Costa Rica. I came to live in the 
United States, but I had a big barrier, the language. Now Iôm 
studying at CESL and this barrier is gone. The reason is simple; the 
teachers at CESL know what they are doing.  They are very 
professional and always work with us until they are sure we 
understand the class.  I believe they have a lot of experience in their 
field, because they are skilled teachers and also know how to make 
you feel welcome in a strange country.  I feel so comfortable at 
CESL; I wouldnôt want to study anywhere else.  
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STUDENT POPULATION 
 
 

Enrollment 
 
CESL has a diverse student population.  During any semester or session more than 28 countries may be 
represented.  Through the years students from more than 64 countries have attended CESL.  Students say 
that this diversity, the opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with people from other countries and 
cultures, is one of the true strengths of the CESL program.  This diversity makes communication in English 
essential, which in turn helps our students progress faster. 
 
 
 
Countries represented Summer 2008 
 
Afghanistan  1 
Algeria  1 
Bangladesh  1 
Bolivia  2 
Brazil  6 
China 39 
Chile  4 
Colombia  7 
Cuba  1 
Ecuador  2 
El Salvador  2 
France  1 
Germany  4 

Hong Kong  1 
Indonesia  3 
Italy  1 
Ivory Coast  1 
Iraq  3 
Japan 16 
Kenya  1 
Korea 31 
Kuwait  2 
Latvia  2 
Libya 12 
Mauritius  1 
Mauritania  3 

Oman  1 
Mexico 40 
Niger  1 
Nepal  1 
Peru  3 
Pakistan  2 
Panama  1 
Russia  3 
Saudi Arabia 30 
South Africa  1 
Sierra Leon  1 
Spain  3 
United Arab Emirates  4 

Togo  1 
Turkey  3 
Taiwan  7 
Burkina Faso  1 
USA 21 
Venezuela  1 
Viet Nam  5 
 
 
Total Countries 46

 

 
During the Academic year our population is approximately: 
 
Asian, combined 50% 
Middle East & Africa 30% 
America, Central & South 20% 
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 DATES & COST 
 

 

  

Fall 16-week 
4 months 

 
August -December  

Fall 8-week 2 months 
Session 1 
Session 2 

 
August-October 
October-December 

Spring 16-week 
4 months 

 
January -May  

Spring 8-week 2 months 
Session 1 
Session 2 

 
January -March  
March -May  

Summer Intersession 
3-week 

 
May-June 

 
Summer 8-week 2 months 

 
June -August  

Summer 4-week 1 month 
Session 1 
Session 2 
Intensive University Preparation 
Teen English Program 13-17 

 
June -July  
July -August  
July-August 
July - August 

 

Customized Programs. To arrange a Customized program see our web page at 
http://www.cesl.arizona.edu/speicalprograms.htm   We reserve the right, on rare occasions, to cancel any course with 
insufficient enrollment.  Students will be given the opportunity to enroll in another course. 
 
Late Arrival:  If students cannot arrive by the date on the I-20, they must contact our admissions office.  We may need to issue a 
new I-20 or there may be substantial late fees and consequences. 
Late fees: Students arriving late will be subject to increased late fees and they may not get the class they want or change class. 
Grades may be affected.  
Á Late placement test $75.00.  
Á Late Immigration Orientation $50.00.  
Á Late registration on the first day of class 10% of tuition.  

 
Cost CESL has 1, 2, and 4 month sessions.  Multiply the number of months you plan to study by the one-month rates.  

 

 Tuition Health  Student 
Services 

Lab Total Fees paid at registration 
All fees are non-refundable. 

One-month rate $1125.00 $140.00 $125.00 $ 75.00 $340.00 

One-week rate $ 315.00 $  35.00 $  35.00 $ 20.00 $90.00 

 
We estimate the cost of living including rent, food and personal expenses for one person to about $1485 per month.  If the 
student brings a family they should add an additional $1000.00 a month for a larger apartment and higher food budget. 

http://www.cesl.arizona.edu/speicalprograms.htm
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CUSTOMIZED PROGRAMS 
 

 
If our regular intensive English program does not fit your group's schedule or needs, we can design 
English for Special Purposes courses for you. 
 

Please see our web page to request a customized program.  
http://www.cesl.arizona.edu/specialprogams.html 

 
Over the years, CESL has provided many successful specialized courses, both in the U.S. and abroad.  A 
few examples: 

Á For 8 years, CESL was a site for pre-academic orientation and training for Hubert H. 
Humphrey Fellows sponsored through USIA and the Institute for International Education, an 8-
week English and academic preparation program.  Currently CESL hosts the Fulbright 
Summer Pre-Academic Orientation. 

Á For the past 17 years, CESL has hosted the Tokyo Kokusai Daigaku (Tokyo International 
University) Spring Study Abroad program, for 30-40 undergraduates annually.  This is a five-
week intensive English and American Studies program. 

Á Since 1987, CESL has provided a "Teen English Summer Program" for students from ages 13-
16, a 20-hour per week course designed to meet the needs and interests of this age group. 

 
In the past few years, CESL has provided specialized English courses and curricula for: 

Á Employees of Texas Instruments  
Á The Colorado Rockies baseball team  
Á Employees of the Chamberlain Group, an agricultural cooperative from Mexico, (emphasis: 

Business English and Presentation Skills) 
Á Students entering nursing careers (job-retraining) 
Á Mid-career executives from the Takenaka Construction Corporation 

 
If you would like a full list of our projects, please contact us for an Institutional Capabilities Statement. 

 
 
 

To plan a special program to fit your needs, contact our 
Assistant Director for Outreach and Development, Dr. Alfred 

Stover at astover@email.arizona.edu or 520-621-9307. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Students from Japan's Takenaka Construction Coorporation, Fall 2000 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.cesl.arizona.edu/specialprogams.html
mailto:astover@email.arizona.edu
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 IUAP: Intensive Academic Preparation 
for University Study in the USA 

For admitted students 
Summer 2009, June 8- August 7 

 
 
International students often discover that even though they have attained an excellent TOEFL score, they may not be 
fully prepared for the differences in the U.S. classroom style or professor expectation of student performance in the 
classroom and on written assignments.   We can help!  We are the Center for English as a Second Language, and 
we can help you start your studies with a feeling of familiarity and confidence.  Get a "running start" at the UA. 
 
CESL proudly announces our Summer Academic English and Orientation Program 
 
Designed for international students ready to begin their studies in U.S. universities, our program features: 
Á An introduction to the style, academic expectations, and culture of undergraduate and graduate classes in 

the U.S. 
Á Intensive work to refine your note taking, presentation, reading, and academic writing skills in English  
Á A chance to observe and participate in UA classes without taking them for credit 
Á Getting acquainted with campus social services and housing 

 
Why CESL? 
 
CESL has been providing excellent academic preparation programs for 35 years.  We are located in the heart of the 
UA campus, where you will enjoy full access to all UA facilities, including the Campus Health Center, Recreation 
Center, Library, and computer labs.  You will also enjoy access to CESL's multimedia laboratory (Windows XP 
environment) and join other CESL students in a full range of intercultural activities. 
 
Our faculty members meet a minimum requirement of a Master's Degree in ESL, and key faculty members possess 
doctorates.  The faculty is experienced (averaging 20 years in the field), culturally sensitive, and eager to help you 
achieve your goals. 
 
Curriculum:  You will have 18 hours of required classes per week, in the following courses: 

Academic Writing: writing essays, research, and placement exams and stressing speed and efficiency in 
reading. 
Academic Oral Communications: advanced pronunciation individually tailored to your speech, note taking 
and presentation skills. 
US Academic Culture and Preparation: designed to provide information and practice in the skills being 
taught in classes. 

 
Optional Activities 

Visit UA classes in your area of interest 
Sharpen specific skills in our multimedia lab 
Participate in CESL activities to familiarize yourself with Tucson and southern Arizona. 


